The seating in the new Jitters offers a brighter tone than the old, metal tables. 


Big changes in Jitters 


Renovations in 
Haverhill C 
buildibng cafe 


By JESSICA PALMER 
Opinion Editor 


Many students this summer 
have been anticipating the reno- 
vation of Jitters, the small café 
located in the Spurk Building on 
the Haverhill Campus. 

Jitters is home to many of us 
students here at NECC, we write 
papers here, meet friends, and 
grab many cups of coffee 
throughout our day. It is always a 
place of gathering and with the 
renovation, more students and 
faculty will come to eat between 
classes and study for exams. 

Before the renovation, Jitters 
was an awkwardly colored and 
out dated “hang out” for the stu- 
dents and faculty, although it 
offered snacks, beverages and 
coffee choices, Jitters lacked in 
environment and spice. 

Students at NECC have 


applauded the new change and 
additions Jitters has implemented 
since the renovation. 

Matthew Willwerth, a Visual 
Arts major, found relief in the lat- 
est additions, “I’m glad they ren- 
ovated Jitters. I can get cooked 
food some place other than the 
Student Center.” 

Many of you know the agony 
of having to walk across campus 
to the Student Center if your class 
isn’t close by. Now, Jitters offers 
not only wraps and sandwiches 
but also pizza and other hot 
items. By offering a variety in 
their food options, students can 
now enjoy the convenience Jitters 
now offers when lunchtime 
comes around and do not need to 
walk for what seems like miles to 
get to the Student Center. 

However, there is talk amongst 
the students that prices may be too 
high. Although there are more choic- 
es, six dollars for a sandwich or five 
dollars for a salad, can drain an 
already tight wallet. 

Tori Comeau, a Psychology 
major, enjoys the clam chowder 
but is hesitant about the prices. 

“The only thing that’s a better 


Northem Essex 
Community College 


PACE yourself 


One of the best 
student services 
available at NECC 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
Features Editor 


of the gravitas, prestige and 
progressive technology of a 
four- year college, but that’s 
fine. 

Actually, it’s more than 
fine: it’s perfect. Just ask 
Jimmy Dean. 

Now famous for his suc- 
cess in breakfast sausage, 
Dean has been in the past a 
prominent country music 
singer, and he credits his suc- 
cess in part to his time at a 
community college. 


Northern Essex 
Community College is a com- 
muter school. It’s a place 
where people interested in 
higher education have an 
opportunity to test the winds, 
however temperous. 

NECC may not possess all 
ee a eK 


Continued on Page 4 
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addition is their clam chowder BR 
which I love, but I do think they § 
are on the pricy side.” st. 

Snacks such as fruit cups, §F 
yogurt parfaits, and pretzels with 9 
hummus range between $2.25 7 
and $3 while pizza ranges from 
$2.00 to $3. The higher prices 
come from the sandwich combos 
which are typically $5.95 and sal- 
ads which range from $4 and $5. 
It is evident that students are feel- 
ing the impact of Jitter’s prices, BR 
but are welcoming the new items BRR, 
that are offered. 

Jitters has caused many dis- 
cussions here at the Haverhill 
Campus. Some students find it 
welcoming while others find it BF 
intimidating. The prices have § 
caused question throughout the 
campus whether or not students §& 
should spend their money at § 
Jitters or bring their own lunches. § 
But, the options of snacks and —& 
prepared food keep the café thriv- 
ing. Jitters has brought a new- 
sophisticated look to the Spurk §* 
Building and although the prices |= 
are on the higher end, the variety 9@ 
comes out on top. aa 
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The Observer is your newspaper! We want to hear from you. 


Write in to observer@necc.mass.edu 
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Students Abound 


It’s hard to help but noticing 
the seemingly increasing number 
of students on campus in the new 
semester. 

You can’t go to Jitters during 
lunch without waiting in a line 
that wraps around the place, and 
every class seems to be at capaci- 
ty. 

It is of course, no shock that 
community college is a much 
cheaper option than attending 
(and living at) a four-year school. 
For a fraction of the cost you can 
come to NECC and get the same 
classes. It makes financial sense. 

Of course, with the hot topic 
of student loans, it makes even 
more sense now. JP Morgan, one 
of the largest banks, announced 
that beginning next year they 
wouldn’t be giving student loans 
anymore, as they didn’t see it a 
viable option for them. 

With one of the largest banks 
pretty much getting rid of their 
student loan department, it’s no 
shock to see more people flock to 
the cheaper community college. 

Northern Essex remains a 


rather inexpensive option, even 
with some costs raising this year. 
As students that go to the campus, 
we're all here to get an education 
at a price that let’s us pay it off 
before we turn 60. 

The college offers the same 
“college life” that most four-year 
schools do, save for living on 
campus. 

Northern Essex still offers 
athletics to students, still has 
clubs for students looking to do 
more on campus, and even has it’s 
own gym (which you can use for 
free). 

The campuses of NECC are 
buzzing with all the activity, and 
it’s pretty good to see. Hopefully 
more people take advantage of 
the benefits of community col- 
leges, whether it be Middlesex, 
Nothern Essex, Bunker Hill or 


Mass Bay. 
Affordable education is hard 
to find. At Northern Essex, 


you’ve found it. 
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Roaming Reporter 


How do you like the new-look Jitters? 


STEVE MICHAUD 
RESPIRATORY THERAPY 


KAYLEY MICALE 
HUMAN SERVICES 


CHUCK FRASCONE 
LIBERAL ARTS 


“T haven’t been there.” or 
“T think it’s great. Better 


than last year.” 


“Tt’s easy to go through the 
line.” 


Interviews and Photos by Matt Gingras and Jessica Palmer 


A 


a.- 


Bement tl aie Pesca oil lhe 
ENGINEERING 

“Pretty good, easy to get “Haven’t been there yet.” “It’s my first time coming 
food and get in line. here. It’s new.” 


More selection.” 
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By JESSICA PALMER 
Opinions Editor 


The first day of class I 
tested out a Chicken Breast 
Sandwich and fell in love with 
the flavor it delivered. 
Amongst the new sandwich 
choices, Jitters has also 
brought new snacks to the 
table such as hummus and 
pretzels, yogurt 
parfaits, and fruit 
cups for right 
around three dol- 
lars. Personally, 
I'm trying to 
obtain a healthier 
diet and having 
balanced choices 
such as these is 
very comforting. 
I used to fee] as though the 
junk food was jumping out at 
me, now I look forward to the 
healthier options. 

When walking into the 
newly renovated Jitters, I did 
find that space was limited 
and lines were long due to the 
high volume of students. 
Jitters was always busy, but I 
find it more so now since the 
renovation. However, the bar 
type seating arrangement is a 
change I welcome most. Now, 
if you want to eat or sip on 


An Up Close Look At Jitters 


A first impresion of the renovation of Jitters Cafe in the 
Spurk Building located on the Haverhill Campus 


your coffee alone, you are not 
occupying a whole table. 
Their seating is also updated, 
no more ripped chairs and 
rusty tables. Now, they have 
sleek tan tables with black 
accents. They've also opened 
a second register to help with 
the morning rush. 

However, the word irritat- 
ing comes to mind when I 


Dama Gils. oo 


...the variety, seating, and atmosphere 
are a big step up from the old Jitters. 


think of the constant empty 
containers of coffee and 
empty shelves where the new 
snacks are located. When I 
went to pour myself a cup of 
coffee it was empty, so I was 
left with the choices of decaf 
and iced coffee. I then went to 
add milk to my beverage but 
then realized that was also 
empty. Jitters could signifi- 


cantly increase happiness 
amongst students if they were 
consistent with restocking 


their products. 


Reader Letters 


Our readers mean a lot to us! Write in, we love to 
hear your thoughts. observer@necc.mass.edu 


By Luis SINGH 


“God’s purpose for my life 
was that I have a passion for 
God’s glory and that I have a pas- 
sion for my joy in that glory, and 
that these two are one passion. 

“Resolved, never to do any- 
thing which I should be afraid to 
do if it were the last hour of my 
life.” 

-- Jonathan Edwards 

New Year. New opportuni- 
ties. We can’t lie as last semester 
was ending the only disappoint- 
ment was that it did not end fast 
enough. 

Some of us flew past the fin- 
ish line, others exhausted on the 
floor stretched their hand over it. 
Some of us made by without a 
scratch and others by the skin of 
their teeth, but thank GOD we 
made it. 

Oh yea, some us failed class- 
es, but we’re here aren’t we. 
Anyhow how do you succeed in 
proving you don’t give up, if not 
by having reasons to give up? So, 
give us all you got Fall 2013. We 


won't back down! 

IT’s true we couldn’t wait for 
it to end last semester, and sum- 
mer was cool, but you know, 
many of us couldn’t wait for it to 
come back. The beach was cool, 
especially for those who went to 
DR., but was it really glory? 

I mean I guess for a child 
Chuck E Cheese is amazing, but 
for us grownups there has got to 
be more to life. There has got to 
be Greatness. 

Thank GOD for this semes- 
ter: different people, different 
races, and different subject lead- 
ing to different careers. 

Oh historian thanks you for 
telling me about my ancestors; 
their struggles, their abandon- 
ments of comforts for the cause: 
justice, righteousness, truth. 

Oh Science professor thank 
you for showing me the universe 
is so much bigger than my little 
apartment with it all its prob- 
lems. Yes, Fall 2012 thank you 
for showing us it’s so much 
greater than just waking up. We 
look forward to Fall 2013! 


Although my 
coffee exper-— 
ince wasn’t pos 
itive, the selec-E 
tion of coffeer 
has greatly 
imporved. You} } 
now have thep 
privelage ° 
choosing 
between decaf. 


regular, iced, 
and their in 
season pump- 
kin spice fla- 
vor which is personally my 
favorite. They also have a lat- 
tee machine that froths the 
milk for you and creates a 
delicious beverage. It is nice 
to have options when looking 
for a caffine kick. 

The changes that have 
been made to our beloved 
Jitters has brought negative 
and positive vibes. In my own 


season. 


opinion, I have seen more 
pros than cons. Although they 
could improve by making the 
availability of their items 
more consistent, the variety, 
seating, and atmosphere are a 


big step up from the old 
Jitters. Before I'd buy my 


cup of coffee then leave but 
now, I enjoy the positive vibes 
it delievers, along with the 
different items to choose 
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Jitter’s coffee area offers decaf, regular, iced, and the flavor of the 


from. 

The new look of Jitters 
itself is remarkable. Going 
from mint chocolate ice cream 
walls and stained couches to a 
clean two toned style is 
enough for me to keep going 
back. The new renovation has 
brought a lot of attention to 
Jitters and business has been 
booming more than ever. 


Codes of relationship 
status conduct 


Faith Gregory 
discusses standards 
for disclosure on 


social media 


By FAITH GREGORY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The relationship status is a 
highly sensitive topic when it 
comes to social media.Some 
hold the opinion that the rela- 
tionship status is an accept- 
able part of the social media 
culture of sharing. Others 
find that the relationship sta- 
tus is solely a private matter. 

The opinion I[ hold is that 
the relationship status info 
bar on Facebook is accept- 
able, but it is only acceptable 
if a practical social code is 
followed. 

Social media users have 
often seen examples of when 


Dear Jess 


the very personal and sensi- 
tive matter of relationships 
and relationship status’ is 
made too public and becomes 
a spectacle of amusement and 
sensationalism. 

Users who are friends with 
one or the other partner in the 
relationship are glued to the 
screen as they watch an angry 
banter of status’ and facebook 
messages flash accross the 
screen, heated and snapping 
like movie theater pop-corn. 
It’s satisfying to watch, but 
overall there is no value and 
it leaves the audience with a 
nasty film and bad taste in 
their mouths. 

Another common phenom- 
enon is the classic “love” fest 
when a slower but still plenty 
constant flow of mushy 
gooshie gobble-di-gook that 
nobody wants to see but all 
are affronted with. 

To me, the most horrible 
effect of the relationship sta- 
tus on Facebook is when it 


changes, and others take it 
upon themselves to add a 
commentary. “Aw, what hap- 
pence ?” or “you guys were so 
cute!” or “want to hook up 
with me now?” 

Bleck. Mind your own 
business. If there is a rela- 
tionship status on Facebook, 
it’s the same as if someone 
told a friend that they are dat- 
ing someone. One should 
treat the relationship status 
with the same sensitivity as 
the relationship in real time. 

Social media allows for a 
wall of separatation between 
one side of the relationship 
from the other, whether it be 
friend, signficant other, fami- 
ly member,or spouse. This 
often creates the illusion that 
what is said on social media 
does not yield the same con- 
sequences and emotions as 
what is said face to face. 

Summarily, when it comes 
to the relationship status, 
mind your own business. 


; Questions that need answering? 


about staying focused, how to keep motivated after the excitment of starting school wears 


: stu I ditor Jessica Palmer 1s now accepting 
letters from the students here on campus who need advice on college life. Ask questions 


rf 


off, or questions such as being proactive in : e 
a simple letter to Jess. Please send her your emails to Observer@necc. mass.edu with the 
title “Dear Jéss” and look for them in our next issue. We look forward to hearing from you! 


e NECC communitiy can a 
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News 


College Life & Services Fair 


The Student 
Engagement Center 
builds connections 
between new and 
returning student 
organizations 


By CHAD GORHAM 
News Editor 


Despite the hot weather 
The Student Engagement 
Center successfully held The 
College Life and Campus 
Service Fair this week. 

The festive affair was 
set up by the Student 
Engagement Center to help 
students get more connect- 
ed to the college, meet 
new friends maneuver 
around campus a bit easier. 


Dina Brown, Director of 


the Student Engagement 


Center said, “Data says if 


students are connected to 
their college they are more 
likely to succeed.If you're 
a new student or a return- 
ing student you are always 
going to find out some- 
thing new, as there is 


WHY TRANSFER TO 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


always new things going 
on here on campus.” 

There were many clubs 
to join, or learn about, and 
many people to meet at the 
fair. Many of the clubs in 
the school were involved 
to make this happen. You 
could visit each table that 
the clubs had set up get a 
short pitch on what their club is 
about, get a free gift and sign up 
if you 

You could collect a sticker 
and try to fill a bingo board, and 


enter in in the Student 
Engagement Center's raffle. 


Everyone could learn about the 
Student Council or Phi Theta 
Kappa Honor Society. For a more 
social atmosphere you could sign 
up for The Gay Straight Alliance 
or The Bacon Board Gamers. A 
BBQ grill was set up and served 
hamburgers and hotdogs as well 
as free slush. Caricatures were 
being drawn of students with lots 
of laughs from all involved. 
Students benefited from 
the fair with all the activi- 
ties that were held. Many 
left the event very happy 
with the stuff they had 
learned and look forward 
to the semester ahead. 
There were quite a few 
happy to find out about the 


Just 242 hours from Northern 
Essex Community College is 
a student-oriented university 


devoted to academic excellence 


photo by Mike Dean 


Students signing up and getting information for clubs and organizations 


different programs that are 
at the college and that 
these programs are going 
to help their future educa- 
tion experiences. A few 
were also happy to get a 
more social look at what 
college life is. 

A Liberal Arts student 
Yosmarlin Infante, said she 
was happy to learn about 
the Pace Program. It is 
going to help 
her achieve 
the right steps 
to finding 
scholarships. 

And anoth- 
er student, 
Maria Sucher, 
said, It was 
nice to talk to 
people and 
they knew 
what they 
were talking 
about. She 
was also 
happy to learn 
about Phi 
Theta Kappa 


and a strong sense of community. H>. oF neours 


Our majors include nationally 


ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, engineering, 
health sciences, nursing and 
communications. And we’re 
committed to using the credits 
you've already earned. Visit 
www. quinnipiac.edu to see 
why Quinnipiac is your next step 


toward a bachelor’s degree and 


the career you want. 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY 


275 Mount Carmel Avenue 
Hamden, CT 06518-1908 
203-582-8612 * Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 
‘Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer 


OPEN HOUSE 
DATES 


September 21, 2013 
October 19, 2013 
November 9, 2013 
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A student enjoys getting her cariacture drawn 


Society. 
The staff and students 
worked very hard to make 


it a involved success. If 
you missed out on The 
College Services Fair in 


Haverhill there will be 
another at the Lawrence 
campus in the Dimitri 


Building on Sept. 18, from 
11 a.m. to | p.m. 
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News 


World Class Poet to Speak Photography 
at White Fund Lecture 


Richard Blanco visits 
NECC 
NECC NEwsroom 


Inaugural poet Richard Blanco, a 
Cuban-American author, will present 
a lecture titled “Becoming an 
American,” on Tuesday, September 
24, at Lawrence Hi hool, 70-71 
North Parish Ri as part of the 
Northem Essex Community College 
White Fund Lecture Series. 

This event, which runs from 8:45 
to 10 am. with a Q & A followed by 
ae en ote 


ic. 

Bom in Madrid, Spain, to Cuban 
exiles, Blanco was just weeks old 
when his family moved first to New 
York City and later Miami, Florida, 
where he was raised and educated. 
Since childhood, Blanco felt caught 
between two worlds: the imaginary 
world of his Cuban heritage as seen 
and heard only through his parents 
nostalgic ge ta the * saa 

an other i wo! 

of the “real” ectiag og envi- 
sioned from TV shows and history 
book—a very different place from the 
predominantly Cuban community 
where he grew up. 


Blanco will share Ss and 
commentary that explain how he nav- 
igated a cultural identity between 
= two worlds, culminating with 

iS experiences as inaugura t 
when, for the first time, he ban 
real understanding of his place in 
America as an American. 

He was selected, this year, by 
seat ee be a sth nae 
gure in history, he join ie 
Bae Ace luminary poets as 
Robert Frost, Maya Angelou, Miller 
Williams and Elizabeth Alexander. 
On January 21, 2013, he read his orig- 
inal poem, “One Today” as an hon- 
orary participant in the official inaugu- 
ral ceremony. 

: Blanco aa Sara oe 

trong” a poem he performed at the 
TD Boston Garden Benefit Concert 
and at a Boston Red Sox game at 
Fenway Park. He has published sever- 
al books er pony including “City ofa 
Hundred Fires,” “Directions to The 
Beach of the Dead” and “Looking for 
The Gulf Motel”. 

He has received numerous awards 
including the ee Starrett Poetry 
Prize m the University of 
Pittsburgh Press, the Beyond Margins 
Award from the PEN American 
Center, the Patterson Poetry Prize, 
Maine Literary Poetry Award, and the 
Thom Gunn Award from the 
Publishing Triangle. His poems have 
appeared in top literary journals 


; Northern Essex 


& 


N 


ommunity College 


including, The Nation, the New 
Republic, Ploughshares, Michigan 
Quarterly Review, and TnQuarterly 
Review. 

He holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Civil Engineering and as well as 
Master in Fine Arts in Creative 
Writing from Florida International 
University. He currently lives in 
Bethel, Maine. 

For additional information on this 
lecture contact Martha Leavitt, direc- 
tor of operations — Lawrence campus, 
at Lr eae ap 

he White Fund’s purpose is to 
have a free series of ncn presen- 
tations for Lawrence area adults, 
youth, and children. The audience is 
encouraged to seek wisdom, cultural 
belo an atte enhance- 
ment by attending an icipating. 

Funded by 4 5 a Fnaneial 
gift from the Honorable Daniel 
Appleton White, the White Fund 
Lecture Series has provided cultural 
conversation featuring well-known 
lecturers in fields such as history, liter- 
ature, travel, the arts, and politics. The 
White Fund is collaborating with 
Northern Essex on this series. 

For additional information or to 
be notified of upcoming events in the 
White Fund Enlightenment Series, 
call 978-738-7403 or visit the White 
Fund website. 


program gets 


reboot 


_ Photography 
program at NECC 


begins to blossom 
NECC NEwsrooM 


Whether you are interested 
in studying photography as a 
hobby or a career Northern 
Essex Community College is 
offering noncredit classes this 
fall for both the beginner and 
intermediate photographer, 
beginning Sept. 23. 

While the photography cer- 
tificate program is not new, it 
has been rebooted to offer 
hands-on projects, review ses- 
sions, and gallery visits to 
give participants a robust pro- 
gram of photography classes. 
Participants can enroll in just 
one class, focusing on a par- 
ticular interest or skill, or take 


all the courses to complete the 
certificate. 

Jodi Sammons Feil, a pro- 
fessional photographer, will 
teach beginner courses — 
Basic Photography, Beyond 
Basic Photography, and Artist 
to Entrepreneur and interme- 
diate classes — Intro to Flash 
Photography and Portraits. 

A professional photogra- 
pher and commercial and 
visual imaging specialist with 
more than 20 years of experi- 
ence, David A. Petty will 
teach intermediate level 
Creative- Black and White. 

Each six week course costs 
$279. They will be held at 
NECC at Riverwalk in 
Lawrence. 

For additional information on the 
photography classes and this certifi- 
cate program contact Mary Shattuck at 
978-659-1237 or 
mshattuck@necc.mass.edu. 


a 


ECC PHOTO IDS NOW REQUIRED FOR NECC SHUTTLE AND 


DMIVRTA EXPRESS BUS 


Get your College Photo ID Card at the 
Student Engagement Center 


L133 (Dimitry building, Lawrence campus) or 
D125 (Sport & Fitness Center, Haverhill Campus) 


All registered students should carry a College Photo tdentification card during their tenure at NECC 


> Photo ID 


eee ee 


oe 


cards are required for: 


NECC Shuttle and MVRTA Express Bus 
Access to NECC computer labs 
Access to the Haverhill Fitness Center 
Access to Intramural, Recreation and Student Engagement events 
Access to the Lawrence YMCA 
Discounts movies passes [available from NECC Student Engagement] 
Bring your current class schedule, a driver’s license or another form of picture ID when getting your Photo ID card. 
Your first Photo ID card is free, replacement cards are $S.OO. 


= Existing 1D holders must get their ID card validated each semester [class schedule required]. 
Photo 1_D. schedule for Haverhill/Lawrence campus is available at http://www. nece_ mass edu/student-life/activities/center/photo-ids/ 


Please bring a picture 1D and your official class schedule to verify enroliment for your ID 


LAWRENCE CAMPUS PHOTO ID SCHEDULE 


and/or to update your semester validation sticker. 


4. 


TO PRINT YOUR SCHEDULE: 
s Go to the NECC website 
2 Log into Self Service 
=. Print Schedule 


Go to “What is my NECC ID?” 
S. Be sure to have both your schedule and a picture ID with you. 


Photo ID Card Hours - Fali 2013 


CThis schedule is subject to change] 


HAVERHILL CAMPUS PHOTO ID SCHEDULE 


Wed. 9/4 9 AM- 2PM & 2:30 - 7 PM Wea. 9/4 9 AM - 7:00 PM 
Thu. 9/5 9 AM- 2 PM & 2:30 - 7 PM Thur. S75 9 AM - 7:00 PM 
pose 9/6 9 AM- 4:30 PM iy Ss 9/6 9 AM - 5:00 PM 
Mon. 279 9 AM - 11:30 AM & 2 - G:30P M Mon. 379 9AM - 7:00PM 
Tue. 9710 9 AM - 1:30 PM & 2 - 7 PM Tue. 9/10 9 AM  - 7:00PM 
Thu. SYA = 9 AM - 1:30 PM & 2 - 7 PM Thur. 9/712 2PM - 7:00PM 
Pri. S7/7is 9:30 AM - 12 PM Eri. 9/13 2PM - 5:00PM 
Mon. 9/16 9:30 AM - 1:30PM & 2 - G6 PM Mon. 9/16 9 AM - G:O0PM 
‘bue. 9/17 9:30 AM - 1:30PM & 2-6 PM ‘Tues. S/17 9 AM - G:OOPM 
The. 9/19 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM & 1:30 - 6 PM] Thur. 92/19 9 AM - G:00PM 
Fri. 9/20 9 AM- 4:30 PM ie E 9/20 9 AM - 4:30PM 
Mon. 9/23 9:30 AM —- L PM & 1:30 - 6 PM Mon. OFS 9 AM - 4:30PM 
Tue. 9/24 9:30 AM- 1PM Tue. 9/24 9 AM 4:30PM 
Wea. 9/25 9:30 AM - 2 PM & 5 - 6:30 PM Wed. 9/25 9 AM - 5:00PM 
Thu. 98/26 9:30 AM - 1:30 PM & 2-6 PM Thur. O/26 .. 9 AM - 2:00PM 
Pri. 9/27 — 9:30 AM - 4:30 PM * Fri. 9/2 7% Z 9 AM ~ 2:00PM % 
~ Plea ce ne 978)738- 7atzy Lewrence) or (978)556-3732 (Haverhill) to schedule an appointment if walk-tr hours 
= ae aad ~: conflict with your schedute 


Ingividuals whe are deaf or hard ef nearing may contact any NECCT office via the retay service by dialing 7-1-4 (tty) or through Video Relay Semmee (VRS) of their 


choice. 
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Arts and Entertainment 


Paul Oberst shares art and 


inspiration with NEC 


Maine artist Paul 
Oberst presents his 
“Temple Gallery”’ to 
NECC students 


By FAITH GREGORY 
Arts and Entertainment 


NECC students gathered from 
3 to 5 PM on Sept. 12th to see 
Maine artist Paul Oberst present 


his Temple Gallery 
“Banded/Cornered/Assembled” in 
Bentley's ArtSpace. Bentley's 


ArtSpace located in the exhibition 
room in the back of Bentley 
library on the Haverhill campus. 

The purpose of the meet and 
greet was for Oberst to share his 
artistic vision and inspiration for 
“Banded/Cornered/Assembled” 
with NECC students. 

“My work focuses on this con- 
cept of a temple as a passage for 
the human spirit, and within the 
temple are all of these galleries, 
and galleries contain images and 
sculptures and ceremonial items 
that would inspire the journey of 
the soul to make the transition to 
the next realm of consciousness, 
whether that be death or an intel- 
lectual or spiritual realization,” 
Oberst said when asked for the 
inspiration for his cite-specific 
installation. 

During his presentation, he 
explained to students what his 
inspiration for becoming an artist 
was. 

“When I was a kid growing up 
in Kentucky, I used to be the guy 
that organized all the neighbor- 
hood kids and my sibling to build 
little towns, and then as we grew 
up building cabins and igloos and 
tunnels underground and tunnels 
through snow and in the woods; 
the woods became this environ- 
ment that we lived in and inhabit- 
ed and built tree forts, and so | 
spent my life as a child playing 
imaginary, creating imaginary 
worlds.” 

When walking into the 
ArtSpace, one notices many eye 
catching pieces and_ patterns. 
Large wooden pillars are scattered 
about the room in artistic forma- 
tions, leaning on one another for 
support, all banded in either black 
and white or contrasting bright 
yellows and reds. Black and white 
banded poles are also arranged 


students 


around the space, and an arrange- 
ment of block painted 3-D canvas- 
es dominates two walls of the 
space. 

“T think I most enjoy the clash 
between the uniformity of the 
black and white banding and the 
almost organic, chaotic nature of 
the way things are set up,” said 
Robert Roberge, a second year 
visual arts student at NECC. 

Robert Donlan, also a second 
year visual arts major, was in con- 
sensus. 

“His work is pretty psychedel- 
ic in a sense of deconstruction and 
reconstruction and allowing peo- 
ple to dive into it on their own 
terms, allowing the mind to make 
what the artist truly wants to say. 
So, its perspective is definitely a 
huge thing when you walk in here 
and experience it,” said Donlan. 

The connection between the 
artist and the students during the 
presentation was strong. The ener- 
gy from both parties, as well as the 
art pieces around them, was palpa- 
ble. Oberst left a resounding and 
encouraging message to NECC art 
majors. 

When asked where young 
artists should seek inspiration, 
Oberst said, i 

“I would say, look to your 
childhood, and look to what 
inspired your imagination as a 
child because as we become 
adults, we sometimes get worn 
down by the complexities of our 
Society and culture, and we kind 
of lose touch with what our pas- 
sions are, and our passions are 
often located in our childhood.” 

Freshman Eden Cook-Glover, 
a general studies major with an 
art focus, left feeling a connection 
to Oberst's style and message. 

“We actually have some simi- 
lar inspirations when it comes to 
the Native American aspects or the 
different spiritual aspects. I'm real- 
ly into religion and the different 
kinds of religion, and so it's really 
cool that we share the same inspi- | 
ration.” Cook-Glover stated. 

A great thank you goes out to ~ 
Professor Marc Mannheimer of fj 
Art and Design and curator of the ial 
ArtSpace, as well as to the out- 
standing guest speaker and artist, 
Paul Oberst. The gallery will 
remain in the ArtSpace until Oct ™, & 
12th. we 


; photo by Faith Gregoryl 
Paul oberst shares his story, inspiration, and artwork with NECC students at the 


Bentley ArtSpace of the Haverhill campus on September 12th, 2013. 


photo by Faith Gregory 
Banded, colored pillars are arranged delicately in one 
space of the gallery. 


; photo by Faith Gregory 
Oberst uses heavy contrast in his works to stimulate the mind, placing black and 
white banding next to his classic pastel palette. 
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Does social media destroy relationships ? 


Does Facebook play a negative part in 


offline relationships? 


By ASHLEE FERRANTE 


Campus Life Editor 


To see someone without some 
kind of social media device is 
a un-normal nowadays. 

alking around the halls between 
classes or even during classes stu- 
dents are either texting or on 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 
whatever social media site they 
prefer. There have been concerns 
about how social media is 
destroying relationships. With 
such technology out now it is 
much easier to hide an affair then 
it was 30 years ago. 

Being a busy college student 
it's sometimes hard to make new 
friends. That's were social media 
sites come in. It starts with a 
friend request then leads to mes- 
saging and getting to know each 
other. Although that can be a 
good thing if you are single, 
social media can cause problems 
when being in a relationship. 

Let's introduce Jane and Peter, 
these two lovebirds have been 
dating for about a year now and 
have recently been arguing more 
than they usually do. Well after 
this argument Peter goes on his 
phone to relax and realizes he has 
a friend request from this girl 
named Abby he has never met, 
they have a few mutual friends. 


So Peter accepts the friend 
request and they both start talking 
and exchange numbers. 

A few days later Jane suggest 
that they go on a break because of 
the constant arguing. Peter who 
doesn't like this idea gets frustrat- 
ed and mad at Jane. Peter goes 
back to his place and calls up 
Abby to see if she wants to come 
over. Abby comes over and see's 
that Peter is upset one thing leads 
to another and they hook-up. 
Peter is upset about the whole sit- 
uation his weakness allowed this 
to happen. Peter walks Abby out 
the door and as he is doing so 
Jane is walking up the stairs. 

The worst of the worse just 
happened Jane catches her 
boyfriend cheating on her with 
another girl. Peter is speechless 
and Jane is in tears. To think that 
this whole scenario could have 
been avoided if Peter just 
declined Abby's friend request. 
Peter and Jane's situation is a per- 
fect example of how social media 
ruins relationships. Once you are 
cheated on the trust you had for 
that person is gone. 

In an article done by Mandy 
Morgan for The Deseret News, 
she states “Out of 50 couples 
married in the U.S. at least one 
met through a social media site. 
However four of five U.S. 
divorce attorneys say they have 
seen a rise in cases with social 


W eekly Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1.Who won the first season of 
American Idol? 


2. Who is the highest paid 
celebrity? 


3. Where were the first 
olyimpics held ? 


4. What team did Wilt 
Chamberlain score 100 points 
against on March 2, 1962? 


5. Who is the 53rd President ? 
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networking involved. The word 
Facebook was included in more 
than a third of divorce fillings last 
year. Couples now have such an 
easier way to connect with people 
from their pet This puts risk on 
a relationship because you have 
access to talk to your ex on 
Facebook and be able to hide it 
from your significant other. 

A survey done between 10 
students, six male and four 
female about the effects of social 
media on relationships, the 
results go as followed. When 
asked does social media destroy 
relationships, nine students 
answered yes while one answered 
no. When asked have you ever 
been cheated on five students 
answered yes and five answered 
no. Being asked the opposite 
question did you ever cheat on 
someone four students answered 
yes and 6sixanswered no. 

Lastly when asked what 
social media site do you think is 
the major cause of destroying 
relationships seven students said 
Facebook, two said Instagram 
and one said twitter. One student 
who wrote their opinion on the 
survey said, “Girls and guys tend 
to over analyze Facebook post 
and what not. Insecurities also 
play a big part because if you 
don't believe in who you are and 
what you can offer than you can't 
be confident in your relation- 
ships”. 


Workshops at 


_NECC offers many 
workshops for 


students old and new 


By CATHIE SOUTHWICK 
Staff Writer 


Students must be prepared 
for the job market after gradua- 
tion. What you bring to the table 
in the way of skills can make or 
break your chance of getting the 
job you have worked so hard for. 

At NECC, the career services 
department comes to the rescue. 
Career Services provides stu- 
dents and alumni tools to help 
| acquire that peat job, help you 
_ keep track of your career ambi- 
| tions, career counseling, job 
placement, student internships 
and co-op opportunities. 

This fall, Career Services is 
offering a number of workshops. 
| Some topics include: study 
skills, note taking skills, and 
speaking skills. Think about this: 
It has been a few weeks now 
since school started and classes 
are starting to speed up. 

Soon students in some class- 
es will be reading a lot more, tak- 
ing their first exams, and prepar- 
ing their first papers. All of this 
| can be quite overwhelming. An 

important factor leading to suc- 
| cess can be attributed to what 
' notes a student takes. It can be 


NEC 


difficult to know what is impor- 
tant enough to be written down 
during a lecture; more than 
what's simply written on the 
board. How does one take notes 
from a reading assignment? 
Some classes even allow open- 
notebook tests. Thus, it is very 
important how you organize your 
notebook. 

Students can learn how to 
take notes for themselves at an 
upcoming workshop. There will 
be a note taking skills workshop 
held on Wednesday, October 2nd 
from 12:00 to 1:00 pm at the 
Lawrence Campus. This work- 
shop will show students how to 
take notes during lectures and 
what notes to take from reading 
assignments. 


NECC Workshops 
Note Taking Skills - Oct 2, Noon 
Lawrence Campus, Room L244 
- Joshua Abreu 


Autism Spectrum: Classroom 
Strategies - Oct 4, Noon 
Haverhill Campus, Room SC106 
- Susan Cunningham and 
Deborah Regan 


Motivation - Oct 9 at Noon 
Lawrence Campus, Room L144 - 
Joshua Abreu 


* po 


Page 8 NECC Observer Sept. 18, 2013 


Features 


PACE yourself for college 


PACE program helps 


students pursue a 
higher education 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
Features Editor 


(Cont. from front page) 


“Poverty was. the 
greatest motivating fac- 
tor in my life,” Dean 
said, attributing his 
comfortable living to his 
uncomfortable begin- 
ning. 

His lack of resources 
led to his eventual surplus. 
In a place and time where 
most people would have 
settled for a more credible 
and undoubtedly menial 
job, Dean gathered the 
sullen, dark and negative 
aspects of his life and 
launched himself into a 


more career one, thus ris- 
ing above his. circum- 
stances. 


Attending a community 
college isn’t a shortcom- 
ing; it can be a well placed 
trampoline, a -boost for 
those who need it the 
most. 

Depending on the indi- 
vidual, it can unveil 
unknown talents, and even 
turn the most undisciplined 
of students into the most 
scholarly. 

But for those who 
aren’t immediately fixed 
on working a job upon 
graduation, it can allevi- 
ate the tension that 
comes with pursuing a 
higher degree. Under 
normal or unfavorable 
circumstances, the 
process of transferring 
(not to mention § the 
paperwork involved) 
may appear too stress- 
ful, and just plain crazy. 

Fortunately at NECC, 
there’s a remedy for that 
kind of disillusionment, 
and it doesn’t require a 
large, absurd amount of 
money or a prescription 
from your local doctor. 

PACE, a Student 
Support Services program 
at NECC, has a tendency to 
turn the scary, daunting 
vision of higher education 
into an exciting and fun 
prospect for students. 

Funded by a TRIO 


grant from the U.S. 
Department of 
Education, PACE offers 
a wide array of 


resources and exclusive 
service for eligible 
NECC students. Whether 
it has anything to do 
with attending competi- 
tive colleges like Boston 
University or everything 
to do with collecting as 
many scholarships as 
possible, PACE encour- 
sacs students to seek out 

d take adyantage of 
ne cepeseaitinn they 


“haves 
“At PACE. ¥ we teally 


believe in helping students 


achieve their goals. 
Because once they’re here, 
they have almost all the 
tools and resources they 
need to accomplish any- 


\ 


- 


Photo by Everson Taveras 


PACE takes a trip to Lowell over the summer for a historic trolley and boat tour. In addition to visiting four year colleges 
and universities, PACE also allows students to bring forth ideas for trips. 


thing they want,” said 


Karen Mitchell, Director of 


PACE: 

Although the program 
helps students immensely, 
Mitchell stresses that stu- 
dents should also meet 
staff halfway by putting in 
the effort to improve their 
overall experience. 

“You get out of it what 
you put into it,” said 
Mitchell. “We're to help, 
but it’s ultimately up to the 
students to determine what 
their future will consist 
of.” 

Apart from helping stu- 
dents financially to attend 
the four- year college or 
university of their liking, 
PACE also focuses on 
refining students academi- 
cally in several ways. 

If a student is struggling in 
a course and is in need of help, 
tutors 
they’re unsure of their aca- 
demic standing and/or are 
worried that they do not have 
the desired GPA, rest assured. 

PACE helps students 
stay on track by checking 
their progress mid-semes- 
ter. That way, staff can let 
students know how they 
are doing in classes, and 
can act accordingly, if nec- 
essary. Simply by just 
being a member of PACE, 
students may be eligible 
for special PACE scholar- 
ships within the program. 

In addition, PACE 
offers workshops on finan- 
cial literacy each semester 
so that students can learn 
more about the costs and 
funds involved with their 
education. 

But sometimes it’s dif- 
ficult to know what career 
choice is best. What may 
sound colorful and exciting 
at first may later turn out 
to become a_ walking, 
destructive idea of incom- 
prehensible proportions. 

That's. why PACE offers 
several career illuminating 
tools. They include: career 
workshops, introduction. to 
personality type, and infor- 
mation about different 
learning styles. The objec- 
tive of each of them is to 
determine interests, and 
where strengths lie. 

“| didn’t really know much 


are at the ready; if 


about PACE, but when I found 
out about all the opportunities 
they had to offer, I just had to 
be a part of it,” said Muriel 
Lucia, a new member of 
PACE. 

In addition, one of the 
most exciting aspects of 
PACE is their transfer pro- 
gram. Undoubtedly, there’s 
a big difference between 
looking at a picture of 
Greece and visiting. Each 
year, PACE visits approxi- 
mately 10 to 14 colleges, 
all of which are free of 
charge, with transportation 
provided for. 


Some of the visits 
include Southern NH 
University, UMass Boston, 


Salem State, among others. 
Students also have the 
opportunity to participate 
in the PACE 
transfer/NECC Alumni 
Mentoring program and be 
matched with someone 
who graduated from NECC 
and went on to the 4-year 
college/university of their 
interest. 

But if the student has no 
questions and has made their 
mind up about where they 
would like to attend, she can 
bring her transcript on the trip 
and see if the college is a good 
fit for them. 

The best part about it 
all is that there is no set 
time commitment, no 
required amount of times 
to attend. Services are 
availables for anyone who 
is interested in using them. 

Students are often obli- 
gated to fulfill certain obli- 
gations that may some- 
times sound more mali- 


cious than tedious. At 
PACE, the choice is yours. 
To be eligible for 


PACE, you must either be 
receiving financial aid or 
neither one of your parents 
graduated from coHege 
with a Bachelor’s degree. 
Stop by the second floor 
of the Berkakis One-Stop 
Students Center and ask to 


speak to a PACE advisr for 


more info.” © = 


Leave your mark! 


The NECC Alumni Association is sponsoring T-shirt desig 
contest! 

0 celebrate NECC's Class of 2014, the Alumni Association 
proud to sponsor a commemorative T-shirt Design Contest. 

he winning design will be printed on T-shirts that will be so 
(All proceeds from T-Shirt sales will benefit the NECC Fund 

hich helps to provide scholarships and support academic 
programs.) 


Prizes 


O 1st Place- Dell tablet and your design on hundreds of T- 
hirts!! 
O 2nd Place- $50 Gift Card to the NECC Bookstore 
3rd Place- $25 Gift Card to the NECC Bookstore 


Rules 


ic Submissions must be from currently enrolled NECC Student 
Shirt must say “NECC Class of 2014” 
¢ Designs may feature up to 4 colors (Shirts are white) 
¢ Designs may be front, back or both 
No profanity or crude slogans or imagery 
‘ All submissions are subject to the approval of the Alumni 
Association 


Submission must be an original work that no other persons or p 
ies can claim ownership. If there are recognizable faces on the design, 
odel release must accompany the submission. 
¢ Submission Specifics: Designs need to be submitted electronicé 
land must be 300 DPI uncompressed JPG or TIF. Submissions are also 
imited to 12in wide by 14in high. 


How to Enter 


end your submissions to alumni@necc.mass.edu along with your full 

ame, phone number, and your expected degree/graduation date. 
Submissions are due on Monday November 18th by 5pm! 

udging & Voting Once all of the designs have been submitted, a pane 
udges will select three top designs. The top five will be presented to the 

ECC students to vote on their favorite. (If there are fewer than 5 sub 
sion, the panel will choose the winning design.) 

Depending on the number of submissions.* 


Timeline 


De sign Submission Deadline: Monday November 18th at 5p 
ampus-wide Voting Begins: Monday December 2rd 
ampus-wide Voting Ends: Monday December 6th 

T-Shirts Go On Sale: Spring Semester 2014 
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A monumen 


Reflecting on 9-11, 
12 years in the future 
Courtesy of NECC staff 


On September 11, 2013, mil- 

lions of people from all over were 
united in remembrance of the 
attacks on 9/11. 
_ Despite the 12 years that have 
passed since the infamous date, 
the support and respect paid to 
those who perished was striking. 
Many gathered in New York City, 
Teflecting on the horrors that 
shocked the world. In Washington 
D.C., President Barrack Obama 
paused for moment of silence. 

The United States is not the 
same nation that it was on Sept. 
10th, 2001. In New York City, the 
World Trade Center had gleamed 
in the sun as commuters dressed in 
casual and business attire went 
about their day. No one had sus- 
pected that the everyday lives of 
the average New Yorker would 
soon change forever. 

Much has changed in the 12 
years passed since the travesty. 
The “War on Terror,’ the Arab 
Spring, and most recently the ten- 
sion in Syria have impacted our 
national consciousness. Spending 
on national security has increased 
exponentially, and citizens are 
more alert and aware of dangers 
both foreign and domestic. 

We, the writers of the NECC 
Observer, were not around for the 
fear that dominated the United 


States during the Cold War. We si 
grew up in the 90's, a brief gap in 
America's consciousness where 
things seemed safe. 

How we get back there as a 
nation, what kinds of symbols we © 
need, what needs to change in our 
politics and our popular culture, 
we do not know. 

But one thing we do know is 
that there is a dire need for an 
increase in national morale; a 
newfound hope and determination 
to right the wrongs of the past and = 
allow the nation to continue on 
proudly in the face of overwhelm- 
ing fear and complexity. 

America's ingenuity, strength, [ 
and ability to heal are represented 
by the World Trade Center archi- 
tecture in memoriam of the 9-11 
strike. 

Four reflective high-rises, two 
smaller informational buildings, 
and two twin reflective pools with »! 
the names of the 2,977 victims 39% 
stand in it's place as a tribute o 
remembrance and healing for al 
affected. 

It is monuments and messages 
like these that Americans should 
focus on in times of hardship and #3 
struggle, confusion and strife. E 
Negativity is in the air, but positiv- Fase. 
ity is on the horizon if the citizens FH. 
of the United States of America 
can embrace the founding princi- 
ples of acceptance and freedom 
and not fall into the destructive 
traps of hatred and despair. 


We must persevere through [ks s. 
trial and pain to build to a nation 
of principles and peace. 


Northern tssex 
Counmmunity Colle 


A Weekend 
of Remembrance: 


x Want to develop leadership skills? 


x Do you like to share your opinion? 4 


x Want to get involved and get the inside scoop at NECC? 


A nominee must: 
x Be registered for a minimum of 6.0 credits at NECC 


x Maintain good academic standing as defined as a 
Cumulative GPA of 2.25 or higher to be nominated 


or elected. 


Obtain twenty (20) signatures of students in their 
academic program area (major). 


Contact the Student Engagement Center, 
D125 or L133, at engagement@ necc.mass.edu 


et ‘your Knights Card. Stamped 


Sponsored by the NECC Student Engagement Center, a part of Student 
Life. For more information or to request communication access for this 

event, please contact the Student Engagement Center at 978-556-3731 
or engagement@necc.mass.edu. Individuals who are deaf or hard of 


When: Frickay - Surelay 
Novernber 22-24, 2013 
Where Northern Essex Community College 
Haverhill, HA 
Historical exhibits, speakers 
dist ussions, and moe 


What: 


For nore infomation ancl upelates, visit 
timneccmass.edu; fk 
or contact Richarcl Paclova at 


peclovaginece. mass eclu or 978-556-3297 
muol40 


by 


- . 
Find us on 
Facebook 


[2 mm 


hearing may contact any NECC office via the relay service by dialing 7- 
1-1 (tty) or through Video Relay Service (VRS) of their choice. 


Senta neenrmeanasa Bat 
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ls Our Democracy, at Risk? 


s\ | Je 
Or Lawrence ress tae ffrey Clement, 
Moderated by former 
Senator Susan Tucker 


Nes League of Women Voters of Greater Rootstrikers, a nonpartisan organization 
averhill is having an educational forum fighting the corrupting influence of money in 
regarding the influence of money in politics and politics and Jeffrey Clements, an attorney, 
public policy and what average citizenscandoto author and founder of Free Speech for People, 
regain their voice in the face of currentcampaign a nonpartisan organization challenging the 


finance laws and corporate lobbying. misuse of corporate power. 
Speakers are Lawrence Lessig, Professor of Law Susan Tucker, a former Mass. State Senator and 
at Harvard Law School, author and founder of State Representative from Andover is moderator. 


Thursday, October 3 ¢ 7 p.m. 
Northern Essex Community College 
Spurk (C) Building * Lecture Hall A 


Presented in association with the Contemporary Affairs Club of Northern Essex Community 
College, Haverhill Matters, and both the Haverhill Democratic and Republican City Committees. 


Free and open to the public 
More information at www.lwv-gh.org 


or at https://www.facebook.com/MoneyinPoliticsForum/?ref=hl 


4 wo eigeey Sua ® Prouction reices pe vided by 
L LEAC rL Kk OF Laverhdl Community Televesson 
pes WOMEN VOTERS® | 
: Wel 
. LEAGUE OF WOMENS VOTERS OF GREATER HAVERNILI ; 
* PO. Box 854 Haverhill, Massachusetts 0183) Catch the Wave 
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Darren Stratton 
enters 14th season at 
NECC 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Editor-in-Chief 

Despite starting last year's 
basketball season 6-2, the 


Knights faced a lot of issues on 
and off the court, ultimately 
dropping to a 12-14 record. 

This year looks to be differ- 
ent for Darren Stratton; the long- 
time Knights head coach who is 
entering his 14th season as the 
Northern Essex commander. 
While last year's two leading 
scorers, forwards Kyle Davis 
and Matt Sifferlen. Davis is 
heading to Emmanuel College, 
while Sifferlen enrolled at the 
University of Massachusettes, 
Lowell. 

Will Angelini, who last year 
received an honorable mention 
on the All-Region XXI team a 
season ago, won't be joining the 
Knights, either. Angelini, who 
scored 28 points on Jan. 17 
against Lincoln College, is 
attending Keene State. 

The only Knight returning 
for the new season is Neph 
Carmona. “Basically since we 
got all the freshmen coming in I 
want to use my seniority and 
experience to help these guys 
out,” said Carmona. “Get them 
in the right direction, get on top 
of them in school, make sure 
they get good grades.” 

While Carmona played spar- 
ingly last year for Northern 
Essex, he shined against 


Stratton Returns 


Vermont Tech, the Yankee 
Conference champion of the 
NAIA - a division consisting of 
four-year schools. In the game, 
Carmona scored 10 points. He 
also pulled down six rebounds in 
the contest. 

Of course, the threat of los- 
ing players due to academic inel- 
igibility is always a possibility. 
Last year, five of NECC's bas- 
ketball players were forced off 
the team due to academics. 

The inexperience, however, 
doesn't look to slow down 
Stratton. “I think last year we 
underachieved, this year I think 
it could be just the opposite - I 
think we could overachieve,” 
said Stratton, “There's going to 
be teams that take us lightly 
because of 14 incoming fresh- 
men coming in, but all the fresh- 
man we have coming in, all of 
them can play. They'll give all 
they have stepping on the floor.” 

Northern Essex begins their 
season on Nov. 1, where they 
will enter the NHTI Tip-Off 
Tournament yet again. The 
Knights entered the tournament 
last year, as well, where they 
won the consolation game after 
dropping the season opener to 
NHTI. This year, the tournament 
is more of a festival, where two 
NAIA schools (NHTI, UMaine 
Augusta) take on two NJCAA 
teams, NECC and Mass Bay 
Community College. 

“It gives us the benefit of 
playing against very good com- 
petition early to see where we 
are at that point,” said Stratton, 
about the tournament. “We've 
had extremely good success in 
that tournament, we've won it 3 
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The men’s basketball team finished just 12-14 last year, but Darren Stratton is 
confident his team will be a surprise this year. 


or 4 times. 

“The teams we bring up there 
are very competitive, all 4 teams 
are competitive in the tourna- 
ment,” said Stratton. “It gives us 
a little stepping stone early on to 
see how much improvement 
early on we need starting confer- 
ence play.” 

NECC basketball, after last 
years “underachieving” season, 
looks to battle back and make 
the playoffs. With Roxbury and 
MassBay standing in the way, 
though, the road looks hard. 
Maybe new faces are the key 
that NECC needs. 


NECC Men’s Basketball Home Schedule 


11/9 Holyoke C.C. 2:00 p.m. 
11/12 Mass Bay C.C. 7:00 p.m. 
11/14 Massasoit C.C. 7:00 p.m. 
11/19 Bunker Hill C.C. 7:00 p.m. 
12/10 Quinsigamond C.C. 7:00 p.m. 
1/11 UConn-Avery Point 3:00 p.m. 
1/14 Roxbury C.C. 7:00 p.m. 
1/16 Gateway C.C. 7:00 p.m. 
1/25 Springfield Tech C.C. 3:00 p.m. 
1/30 Dean College 8:00 p.m. 
2/4 Bristol C.C. 7:00 p.m. 
2/11 Vermont Tech 6:00 p.m. 


Lincoln College of N.E. 


2:00 p.m. 


Brent Bass takes women’s rein 
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Brent Bass was an assistant coach last year, but this 
year is excited to take charge of the women’s 


program. 


NECC coach brings 
new enthusiasm to 


program 


By EsTHER A. NIEVES 
Sports Editor 


With the new told as head 
coach of the Northern Essex 
Community College women's 
basketball team, Brent Bass 
will be spending most of his 
time in a coaches uniform as 
oppose to his attorney suit. 

Formally an assistant coach 
for the 2012-2013 women's 
basketball team, Coach Bass 
will be taking over for former 
Coach James Gayton. 

The last time the women's 
basketball team won a Regional 
Championship was back in 
2001. But Coach Bass has a 
few tricks up his sleeve and is 
ready to change that. He plans 
on transforming the Knights 
into a championship team. 

"I'm excited that Brent is 
here. He has knowledge of the 


game, a lot of enthusiasms, and 
drive to help the women's pro- 
gram a success," says athletic 
director Sue MacAvoy. 

Bass has been teaching bas- 
ketball since 1998. He has ded- 
icated a good amount of his 
time to the sport he loves. 
Coach Bass is a camp clinician, 
program coordinator and a 
coach of AAU basketball pro- 
grams in Northeast, MA. He 
has coached women's basket- 


ball teams ranging from grades 
5-11. 

Knights women's basketball 
team is ready to play some ball 
and start the the season. 
Anyone with a knowledge of 
the game and is currently a full- 
time student can come over to 
the Student and Fitness center 
and tryout. 

The season home opener is 
on November 9th, 2013 against 
Holyoke at noon. 


NECC Women’s Basketball 
Home Schedule 


Holyoke C.C. 
Mass Bay C.C. 
Massasoit C.C. 
Bunker Hill C.C. 
Quinsigamond C.C. 


UConn-Avery Point 
Roxbury C.C. 
Gateway C.C. 
Springfield Tech C.C. 
Dean College 

Bristol C.C. 


Noon 
5:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
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photo by Faith Gregory 
Paul Oberst visited NECC, where his art piece took display in the Bentley Library. Oberst’s art will be on display between 
now and Oct. 12. 
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Summer green is the view at Northern Essex right now, but fall is quickly approaching. It won’t be long before the dark green 
trees will become bright orange and yellow. 


